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 AfLAJ^,  thou  shalt  screw  thy  drone, 

And  piay  up  Maggie  Lander  sweetly » 
Or  Money-rmisk^  or  Dorrington, 

And  we  shall  tVivsk  and  foot  it  neatly  : 
Crowd  gained  applause  for  monie  a  tune,       '  ^ 

Feiv  peer\'l  him  in  the  High  or  La\vlan% 
But  neither  lie  nor  S  mdy  Hrown 

Could  trill  a  note  like  Jemmy  Allan/' 

^ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo^ 
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IjIPE  op  JAMES  ALLAN, 

-THE  NORTHUMBERLAND  PIPER. 
CHAP.  L 

IS/^jLLlAM  ALLAN,  commonly  called  Old 
^  ^.  WiLL,l!se  father  (jfJetniny  Allain  was  born 
m  tlie  parish  of  Sioionluini,  in  the  \\e^\  ol  Northum- 
berfaod.  His  character  iirioiffsted  all  ihe  peculia- 
rs ies  a  ad  irrcg'olarifies  cf  the  Gipsy  tribe,  which, 
m  all  probabifil-y,  he  iiilierited  from  ?he  origimal 
.^ii>ek.  111  addition  to  the  usual  Gipsy  occupa- 
tiom  of  meodiiig  pots  and  pans,  making  horn- 
«pooos,  besoms,  &c.  he  !)ecame,  in  early  life,  a  skil- 
ful performer. on  the  bao-pipes,  which  endeared 
him  to  all  his  Gipsy  associatcv.  At  an  early  peii- 
•chI,  he.S'f^'lded  io  i!se  romdnlic  wilds  of  Hothbury, 
w!;,ere  Will  and  his  pii'cs  were  engaged  in  many  a 
Tiiidaig-ht  revel.  At  tfiis  place  he  married  a  Hue 
CHpsy  girl,  named  Betfy,  who  bore  liim  sever«il 
clHidren,  amongst  whom  was  the  extraordinary 
eliaracier  that  forms  the  subject  of  the  loliuwing 

JAMES  ALLAN,  better  known  bv  the  name 
tif  Jimmy  Allan,  was  the  youngest  but  one  of 
Ohi  WiiPs  six  cijildren:  he  was  born  near  Roth- 
b'KY  Ip,  March,  1734,  In  infancy  Jame«  was;ac- 
^■u'-timied  to  the  most  hardy  treatinent :  uneucurn- 
.'wkh  superfluous  clothing,  he  was  itmured 
io  ihe  wiHter^blaj^t:,  ,  By  constant  practice  l»e  be-* 
'■•■-^i^r  m_  ^nirivayed  in  adiletie  fcats,  that  few  iiiwM 
K'^ifouniev  him'sh  leaping,  running, or  wrestlings  la 
eiiily  jolUb  he  wasdeejued  handsome,  while  he  dis^-.  ^ 
p'bt^fi  the  mojit  acute  and  mvenlive  genius,  whicb 
nm  mmi  prostituted  to  act^  of  low  cunning  and 
*i^.^»miii^tioii.  Allati  earl.y  began  to  thie?e  in  ^ 
mitiiV  way  :  .  at  first,  his  deprp.dauua*  did  uoi  ex.- 


fend  beyond  Jlie  roh\>ery  of  tbe  neighbo^^ring  gnr^ 
'dj^iis;  iiut  he  80011  becarae ,  sncli  an  adept,  that 
.whenever  a  G?f)>5y  rao-ip  was  in  want,  young' Jem- 
..mv  was  sent  out  to  for-is?i\  wlseo  n\\  \he  iie?5S,  diick% 
and  ,«-eese  vviihin  liis  reacij  hevnnm  his  prey. 

j  Whenj  iU)Oiit  .14  years  of  age,  Jemmy  e.vmced  a 
'stroll.^'  «lpsire  to  exre!  chi  il^e  pipes.  Old  Will  was 
.defio-hfed.  with  his  son's  b^^te  rnnl  ze^il,  nnd  was 
tlVerefore  indpfaf f^^-able  iii  as^istitig"  h?s  pnpif  in  hm 
''exerthnrs,  Yuuni^  Allan  po:^se.s«ed  i\n  accurate 
e;rr  tjud  a  relisM^d  and,  by  his  progress,  giwe 

riHlnin  iiHiica lions  of  fyfurf^  excellence. .  In  due 
tirriP,with  uiucV^  feast  in  «\  Ailan  was  re^'ularfy  10*. 
8l"illi.-fci  ;inmng"  !he  privileg'ed  cia^^s  of  oiinstrek, 
..'arid  sliorfly  nAerwjirils,  as  an  iniU'peinlvut  mm., 
joinec!  the  fnn  ^^ui^-'' over  \v!)ich  ^1'?// i^r/a 
heUl  the  ^ovpveuruiy  for  orMiy  years,  niu\  A!!an  !iad 
the  hoinUir  of  being'  frequently  mid  klmlly  noticed 

I  by  ids  SMnjes'y, 

I      Allao'H  vsuppriof         m  pipe-iiirisic  was?  soon 
kni>wjs  ^hronghouf  N<n'lhuiuher!aiul,    At  leng-th 
fHoe  re'H-hed  ihe  ears  of  the  Coii!)fe.ss  (afler* 
;ward5!?  Duefsess)  of  N(5ri!Hijnher!aud,  whD.^erst  a 
'mm^i^g;e  to  Jaisies,  requesting-  liis  attejidaitice  at  the 
ensile.    Tim  ^'ratified  Allan's  ambition;  but  Ins 
~c!omhs  beiiiu'  coarse  and  miich  worn,  and  very 
unfit  to  loal^e  his  appearance  before  a  lady  of  such 
"-tlis^lH'Cfion,  he  hnd  rrconrse  to  an  expedient,  which 
soon  raised  hioi  above  this  diflicuby.    f  !e  had  no- 
ticed a  fanner's  only  dringliter,  w  ho  had  often  <?ai>j: 
wistful  eye  to^iards  hini.    He  contrived  to  obi. 
tJiin  fn  private  interview  with  the  fv>nd  aiid  inexpe- 
rienced g-irl :  he  told  her  o*"  (Ijc sincerity  of  his  love, 
the  hoflioiir  of  his  intentions,  rm  l  the  "olden  pro.w^ 
pect.s  that  would  How  ivom  the  p  ^trona^^(v  of  the 
G(nuste«.s,  ruid  at  ien<T;;th  <le!icat<dy  hinl( d  at  hi^^  pre. 
%knn  eiiAb:arn^^^N?xjeat,    She  rejoiced  to  find  liis  ditm 
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ficuUy  so  easily  removed,  and  soon  put  him  in  pos- 
session of  a  sum  sufficient  to  equip  him  genteelly.  ! 
Having'  thus  secured  the  ways  and  means,  Allan  ^ 
i^t  off  for  Aliiwick  with  a  light  heart.    The  day  ^ 
after  liis  arrival  at  the  castle,  he  was  ushered  into  ' 
the  presence  of  the  Countess;  and,  after  he  had  j 
mustered  some  degree  of  courage,  he  began  to  play,  ^ 
and  acquitted  himself  in  so  masterly  a  style,  that  he 
was  instantly  ranked  as  one  of  her  musicians,  and  ' 
shortly  after  appointed  her  own  piper.  Alla»)  con-  j 
tinued  at  the  castle  upwards  of  two  years,  during 
which  his  conduct  was  irreproachable.    He  soon  ^ 
acquired  an  easy,  genteel,  and  insinuating  address,^ 
and  having  a  retentive  memory,  heieadily  acquired 
much  useful  knowledge.    As  his  knowledge  in-i 
.creased,  he  the  more  bitterly  lamented  his  early  j 
aversion  to  learning,  and  subsequently  formed  the 
laudable  resolution  of  returning  to  his  native  vil-  . 
lage  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  elements  of  a  \ 
conamon  education.    Unfortunately  for  young  A  I-  ^ 
laa,  the  schoolmaster  was  ill,  and  being  thus  left 
without  any  regular  employment,  he  resumed  his  ^ 
old  practices.    He  joined  the  dissipated  groups  of 
the  village  alehouse,  where  his  music  and  his  wit  ^ 
gained  him  the  loudest  applause.  ^ 

During  his  visit  he  was  precipitated  into  an  un^.  { 
fortunate  marriage  with  a  young  woman,  who,  byi  | 
her  violent  temper,  thriftless  housewifery,  and  un-  , 
faithful  conduct,  rendered  him  miserable,  Allan  \ 
in  consequence  left  her,  and  returned  to  Alnwick  § 
Castle,  resolving  to  forget  his  faithless  wife; — but  j 
a  sense  of  his  wrongs  haunted  his  mind — he  drank  ^ 
deeply,  neglected  his  d  uty  at  the  castle,  and  became  ^ 
so  regardless  of  his  character  that  his  company  was  ^ 
shunned,  and  finding  himself  thus  insulted,  he  de-  , 
termined  to  change  his  scene  of  action,  and  enlisted 
as  a  substitute  into  the  Northumberland  militia- 
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The  restraints  of*  a  military  life  riOt stiititig'bia  waj^w 
ward  habits^  m  a  short  time  he  deserted^  jifid  secreted 
himself  in  Newcastle.    Oneeveninnr,  when  strolling 
down  the  Quayside^  he  saw  his  wife  Fanfiy  step^ 
ping  ashore  from  a  ship,  accompanied  by  a  sailor^ 
Allan  made  her  a  low  bow^  and  being  certain  sbe^ 
his  only  enemy,  had  quitted  Rothbury,  he  imrtiea 
d  lately  bent  his  course  home,    A  llanos  father  and 
mother  received  him  with  the  greatest  affection, 
and  for  a  time  he  was  very  cautious  of  going  oiit^ 
However,  there  haviijo-  to  be  an  otter-hunt  in  tl^e 
neighbourhood,  he  coitid  not  resist  the  temptation 
of  enjoyino;  the  sport  5  and,  during  the  hunt,  the 
»on  of  I  he  high  constable  having  said  something  to 
vex  him,  he  tumbled  the  youth  into  the  Coquet* 
The  son,  in  revenge,  pe  rsuaded  his  father  to  arrest 
him  as  a  deserter,  aiid  a  posse  of  constables  wa^ 
sent  to  secure  him*    As  tliey  were  approaching  the 
house,  Jemmy's  step-mother  saw  them,  and  itrstat)!- 
ly  bolted  the  door.    One  of  the  constables  beggedl 
the  old  people  to  give  up  the  offender,  as  his  escape 
rcas  impossiblp^  when  she  replied,  "Jemmy's  off 
to  Shields  to  take  shipping  for  Luimon/^    "  I  ata 
glatl  of  that,"'  said  the  wily  constable,  "but  we 
will  just  h)ok  ii»  to  satisfy  all  parties."'    In  the 
mean  time  Jemmy  made  a  noise  at  the  back  win-* 
i  dow,  as  if  he  n>eant  to  get  out  there,  which  thepar^ 
jtyliearmg,  they  all  ran  backward  to  catch  bi^, 
when  old  Will  threw  opeij  the  door,  and  ra»  off  at 
i  his  utmost  speed,  his  wife  standing  in  the  door-r 
i  stead,  shaking  her  apron,  and  screaming,  "Run, 
I  Jemmy,  run        The  constables  immediately  join«- 
jedin  the  pursuit;  the  stratagem  succeeded:  after 
I  old  Will  had  run  about  a  mile,  he  leisurely  drew  u}>, 
land  said,  with  a  sarcastic  grin,  "I  dare  say  Jem- 
my v.! ill  be  far  enough  off  noAV,''— ^and  so  he  was  j 
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.for,  Ib  ihe  mem  time,  be  had  e\oU  quietly  off  in  ? 

Hmry  aI iffe resit  d  irection. 


CHAP.  II. 

All'^n  ^liottly  after  made  bis  appearance  at  Stn^m 
FJiaw^baok  fiir,  wljere,  on  enterinof  a  tent,  be  riiel 

;  ffce  ser^ea^5t  of  the  company  to  vvbirh  be  was  at-  ' 
taehed.    Tfie  sergeant  iaid  bold  of  bis  arm,  and 
-mm^     1«  not  yoor  name  Allan?''    Williout  re^^ 

■  piy?n^'%  Allan  laid  him  spravv!in<^'  at  hi«^  feet,  ainJ 
rail  for         but  file  cry  being  sfj.  up,    Stop  tbief/' 

■he  wa.*  taken  aisd  put  into  coiifiiiement,  untd  an  es« 
cor t  was  provided  convey  Inni  to  bis  regiment* 
4if  ^^'^^^^b  tbree  Iiearfy  feUows  arrived,  and  they 
set  off  to  Jiead-ffuarters,  On  ll^e  second  day  they 
pof  up  at  a  public-house. and  *is  none  of  them  were 

■  iirtid,  thvy  went  ieito  a  yard  to  anuise  tbe'mselves,  > 
"^^iiesr  Afian  bet  a  j^'aUon  be  could  bf^at  them  at 
'Cpioits;  and,  as  tbe  yard-wa!!  wn^  biob,  bis  band-  , 
imWs  ere  rear!  if  y  J.  a  ken  rfF.  Ilun4)g  tbe  g-ame 
the  soldirrs  drank  freely,  and,  afu^r  |:)bty,  they  be- 
g^n  to  ilispiHe  \^'bicb'  was  tlie  best  duA,  A  mark 
wra^  set  i?p,  and  A  liaj-!  ^vuus  chosen  umpire.  Af^er 
firh^g-  a  iKifnber  ofsbots,  tl^ey  burl  down  tlieir  fire* 
bjeks',  wficn  A  Has?  asked  the  reasi)?*  of  it  ?  Be- 

'  a\me  our  shot  is  nil  done/'  whs  the  reply.  "  .But^ 
*  sorely,  yon  have  orie  cbarge  left  for  nie,  to  try  my 
6-kil!,?'  ^ Not  one,'*  said  "ibey,  Tb.en,"  replied  ' 
A f1an,.  t)rfsk!y,  it  is  titne  to  be  off/' and,  spring- 
rag  uy;im  the  wall,  he  disappea s ecb  in  a  mufnent.— - 
'Use  soldiers,  amazed  af  bis  biddness  and  their  own 
fl^Uy.  did  nc^t  aUempt  tolbnv. 

Alb»n  bastened  across  I  he  county  of  DiM'bam, 
to  pay  a  visit  to  ins  luicle  a{  Holystone,  vviib  whom 
fie  Slopped  a  forJni'gbr,  affer  wbicii  be  |)ruceeded 
te  Hai  bouie,  wiu  re  he  was  kindly  entertained  by  a 
farmer«     A  sckuol master  board mg  in  the  same 
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nimfil  lia«vi!y.  Aliasi  arose  early,  and  took  l^^av-e^ 
'^Mot  tbrtrf^uin^-  to  lake  lire  sclmohar^^ler^  watch  with 
h'm'K  Hie  ^Miller,  exasperated  nt  .^^ur^h  a  breach' of 
h^i^^pilaiily,  rode  nfier  him,  acauiifKuiiecl  by  a  con-- 
stab  If?.  Allan  fiiuli'ii$*'  his  pursuers  g'aining  upon 
him,  Sed  to  a  clefi  in  a  rock,  40  feet  decj?,  a«d  14 
wide,  and,  by  a  bold  leap,  re;«€h.ed  the  opposite 
side  ;  when  the  fori  nor  «lr.  w  hj^  horse  up,  saying, 
**  Let  ns  reUjrn,  for  il  is  ciear  ibe  devil  ha.s  f seeped 
.  line  lef low/'  Aiian  ai»'ain  eni k^ted,  and,  in  an  4at« 
!( liipr  to  desert,  be  spraiyed  bis  foot,  aad  ivas  €ar«. 
ried  psis^ner.  in'a  carl  to  Abrwick.  The  disgmee 
of  li'r'Hiix  tins^i  drfii^-gesl  ililo  a  placo  ,  whei'e  he  {i^ritl 
been  -'o  resDeeteu,  was  niH^r  hmu iliatu5<i;  to  hh- 
iet'lh^L:N.  iiy  the  infliuiM/e  of"  the  Couhitm  ha 
was  IsberaJed,  ainl  a^'ain  rtsior^d  Jo  frivonr.— 
hni  fdhivg"  a^'ahs  iafc?  hssohi  virioos  habits  ofgau^- 
■bis no'  and  drin.king,  he  recaa vecl  a  peremptory  ttrdar 
10  quit  the  ra.st!e  wilhhi  oae  lunu\  Aihan  iinn.i'e*- 
dia!.e!y  ok  leave  of  die  do!n(^^?hes,  wbf>  gener^unsiy 
pn:«eHCfal  hiui  vtatli  six  gaini^as,  wivJch  was&  very 
_  areeprabb  ais  he  had,  oojy  a  i'ew  ^hillia^s, 

A.dan  .now  irayeUed  nortliward,  aoal  sfoppia-tr  nt 
a  s^iaudl  in.n,  in  Jedi>nrgb,  .be  coatri-^  edaU  cards  txi 

„  Hvv.nn-He  a  f;u*oier-s srai  ont:of^jO  gnirjeas,and  knowv. 
)ntx  tliat.  ihe  IransacJion  wonbl  nt)^ bear  in^^estig'a- 
Jaa?,  he  ihouirht  it  pruib^nl  io  jnove  forward*  Ar^ 
lavijfio-  aM>i(dtai,  lie  nwt  a  G?psy  o-iri,  who  iiad  been 
niotnhno  <'bi!)a,  ajnl  telling  foruiaes.    AHan  ac- 

■  <'onipanied  her  bonie,  wisen,  after  a  few  lionrs- ae« 
<praintanep,  ihey  agreeii  fo  be  uniJod.  anil  wer« 
imniedialely  pledi»e'l  in  ibe  pr^^sence of  a  gang  of 

,mn(fffpr^,  wfn»  were  enoaniped  near  the  place.  His 
\iV:\Y  NT'onsf  o  a  v  e  b \m  to  ;  u  i?ilerstand  \  bat  she  whk 
no  no  an  personao;e;  l»eing  ailifd  by  bbaal  to  Wdl 
Marteball,  die  celebrated  Gipsy  chief,  vhmX  propo5>e4 
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tf>  ^hk  hittli  The  diief  r^rfeived  ttietti  with  a  hearty 
welcome}  fiJid  on  being  told  •Mlifit  Allan  coultl 
phy  fu^  weelon  the  sma*  pipes/'  he  asked  for  a 
"swatch  o' his  skill."  Allan  knowing  he  was  in 
the  presence  ()('  roj/ntfi/i,  eXeiied  hnnself  in  pV^y^ 
\\\^^^  t^eltm  Loammj  but^  before  the  tune  was 
half  doiie,  Will  rose  from  his  seat,  and  taking  Allan 
by  the  hand,  said,  "  YouVe  wee!  Worth  your 
roorn— there's  liae  milsic  pleases  me  like  the  pipes,'^ 
Allan  havinjif  continued  Some  time  with  the  ^ang^ 
from  considerations  of  personal  safety  was  obliged 
to  decamp.  Allan  had  been  previously  presented 
ith  J  ti  guineas  by  a  dyino-  Gip'^y  friend,  and  hav* 
ing  preserved  most  of  the  plunder  gained  at  Jed* 
burgh,  was  well  stocked  with  cash— yet  such  was 
his  mean  and  covetous  disposition,  that  he  walked 
ten  miles  in  a  dark  night  in  order  to  steal  his  wife*s 
pockets^  by  whicli  lie  obtained  several  guineas,  the 
savings  of  het' industry.  At  length  Allan  reacii* 
ed  Edinburgl)^  and,  being  in  possession  of  a  con* 
siderable  sum  of  money,  commenced  gentleman, 
frequented  gaming-tables,  &c.  and  at  the  end  of 
six  weeks  possessed  160  pounds^  He  frequently 
played  with  an  Irish  nobleman^  who,  being  a  novice 
in  gaiiibling,  lost  several  small  sums.  One  evening 
the  nobleman  entered  the  Billiard  Room  intoxica* 
ted,  and  offered  in  mad  bravado  to  play  for  £200, 
Allan  having  oidy  £160,  agreed  to  deposit  that  sum^ 
*i?id  if  he  lost  to  pay  the  remainder  in  the  morning* 
The  game  was  soon  despatched,  for  the  youth  who 
appeared  such  an  inditl'erent  player  w^on  the  game 
with  ease.  The  pretended  nobleman  was  no  other 
than  an  Irish  gainester,  and  one  of  the  first  billiard 
players  in  the  kingdom.  Allan,  deeply  chagrined 
at  his  loss,  repaired  to  his  lodgings  and  ordered  sup- 
per  ;  having  collected  himself,  he  packed  up  his 
olothes,  and  among  them,  by  accident^  a  silver  tan- 
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kard  belong-ing'  to  his  landlord,  and  dropping  him- 
seiffrom  a  back  window,  made  off  towards  Dam- 
fries.  While  amusing'  a  party  of  gentlemen  there, 
a  stranger,  after  listening  to  a  few  tunes,  retired, 
and  in  a  short  time  returned  with  two  constables,  or- 
dering them  to  take  Allan  into  custody.  Being 
taken  before  the  town-bailiff,  he  was  charged  with 
stealing  a  silver  tankard  from  his  brother's  house 
in  Edinburgh.  Allaixdenied  the  charge  ;  but,  on 
his  lodgings  been  searched,  the  tankard  was  found 
amongst  his  clothes,  and  he  was  committed  to  pri- 
son. The  gaoler  being  indisposed,  the  prisoners 
were  under  the  direction  of  the  gaoler's  daughter. 
Allan  now  perceived  his  advantageous  position,  and 
by  his  artful  flattery,  satisfied  her  of  his  innocence, 
and  <»f  his  strong  attachment  to  her;  and,  after 
three  weeks  of  pretended  courtship,  the  scheme  wjis 
aijrreed  to  that  he  was  to  beset  at  liberty  on  the  con- 
dition of  making  her  his  wife  at  the  first  town  they 
reached.  At  length  the  night  of  elopement  arriv- 
ed :  the  clothes  and  the  silver  tankard,  which  had 
been  given  to  her  father,  in  order  to  produce  it  at 
the  trial,  were  tied  up  in  a  bundle,  which  having 
been  delivered  to  him,  he  desired  her  to  remain 
within  the  door  unld  he  reconnoitered  ;  but  when 
out  of  her  sight,  he  slipped  off,  and  fled  with  all  po§- 
sible  speed  :  having  taken  Several  cross  roads,  and 
changed  his  clothes,  he  made  towards  Carlisle.  In 
the  course  of  his  journey,  he  suffered  the  greatest 
bodily  exhaustion,  and  was  at  onetime  giving him^ 
self  up  to  despair,  but  for  the  kind  interposition  of 
a  female,  who  from  pity  relieved  him. 

On  reaching  Carlisle,  he  was  led  by  a  crowd  to 
the  Market-place,  where  he  discovered  that  four 
stout  tinklers  had  stolen  a  game-cock  5  but^  having' 
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pl^cifd  tlmr  backs  io  n  wali,  where  laying  n-bout 
ikmn  m  isnmercifully,  that  none  dnred  to  approach 
flifm.  Aliaii  suspect mg  tli^  y  nis<>  ht  be  s«nie  of  his 
friends^  beg<nn  cnperino-  nxu]  danriiig%  and  twirlintf 
his  stick  arouiid  his  head  :  his  nniic  tricks  soon  at- 
tracted the  attenSion  of  the  crowd,  nnd  Allan  con- 
tauied  his  maiiioeuvTes  osiiil  lu'  ttiouohf  his  conjpa- 
niom  had  got  fairly  ofF.  fie  liiinseif  took  «he  ro;id  to 
WhifeiiaFen,  !]ere  he  vva>;  joined  by  ifo  !es8  a  per- 
^oririge  than  the  Gipsy  ^Qiiet^i,.  M adgk' Gordo-Nv 
monnled  upon  a  sirong-  g'^ill^n'^-ay;  and  had  ?he  isal 
tmlaelioo  of. being  iiUiodoced  by.jier  to  a  party  of 
G i psiegi,,  ;w bo-  were  jmi rt y  ing  on  io  i-t  o enera I '  en- 
cfiinispment ,  Amongs!  tjunn,;was  a  (ively  iiuerest^ 
ii3g  gili,  an  adroit  iJiu?f,  a!id  a  most  liirky  furs iine* 
teller,  \^  ho,  a«5;re(  d  to  trust  tier  late  wjlh  Ai!a'ii_^ 
nnd  soon  coiiviri€=f-:d  Isiin  if^at  he  was  a  mere  biui^-jer 
ill  the  art,  of  thicvH!^  ;.  .*r=i;e.idM)  Saiight  hini  nutnjr 
legerdeinain  tricks  ^Uiicb  he  aAerwards  practiced 
Willi  m'e<it  a,dvanta,^e.  Jvfav.ni**'  a^jr^'ed  to-accom- 
|Br«g5y  his  new  nustics's  inSi)  Wc8tniorehino*,,cui  reach- 
iifg-  App!et>y,  ijiey  took.  loci^rijigs  at  a  j-uial!  piihliC'i 
.lioo.se.  .  Aihur.s ,frn,iaie  pj-n  loer  ^vent  off  lor  a  few 
flays  inlo.  the  ccuji.try,  u liile.Aifaij  cj>nlinue(ito ex^ 
ereise  his.  profr^sion,  and  \v as'liberaHy  _rf  wartied^ 
Ois  ret  urn ii!g  home  tuie.  ?n"ght,  lie  .di^coverecf'his 
-wik  Jean  in  thelioo^e.  lie  conceala^!  his  Mjr[)rise, 
o r d e re d  h i ^ ii  p p e r , . a, n d ,  I [\  kiu g  a  c a n d e ,  p r o c ee c i <-: d 
-leij^^yrely  up  to  hi8,  rooi^i,  pjuvked;  up,  his  pij^es  anfj 
hi<§  clot  lies,  and  descenfled  geiisly  i\om  the  _win|. 
dow.  Knowinj^-  that  bijlls  llie  iandlorti  and. hmtler 
wvve  ilruiik^  he  ijorron'ed  ihe  hor$e  of  a  London 
trfiveiler,  and  rode  off.  Before  reaching  Penrith, 
b^  contrived  so  to  aSter  the  a  jjpearance  of  the  hov.se, 
ilmt  even  Ids  o\vn*r  could  have  svvoin  tq  hirtu 
Hnving  exchanof'd;  ifie.horse  for  a  galloway. and  left 
gukim%  beset  ofi'^icros>s  liie  country,  -  resolving  ^la 
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\mi  Ireland,  At  Whitehaven  be  sold  his^Howay^ 
and  saii^^d  for  Dublin.  ,  >,| 

Amo:;gsi  the  pnsseugevs  was  a  gentleman  fert4 
of  music,  who  was  qnitv  enchanted  with  Aiiae'sj 
execution  0!Hhe  pipes  and  haulboy,  and  greatly 
exerted  himself  in  establishing  his  reputation  as  a 
iiuisician  in  Dublin.  His  talents  were  valued  very 
highly,  and  his  income  averaged  ten  pounds  per 
week.— Allan,  puffed  iip  by  his  success,  becarme 
ambitious  of  beconimg  a  man  of  fashioir;  and  hav* 
im^  reached  thi:^  climax  of  folly ,  furnished  a  genfeel 
house,  in  wliich  he  placed  an  extnwagant  and, 
abando!ied  mistress.  He  was  soon  sunk  deeply  10; 
debt.  Tlie  upholsterer,  who  furni^lied  his Jjouse^ 
aj)p!ied  for  payment,  when  Allan  prelended  li*^,bad: 
been  disapponited  of  reuiiuances  from  England^ 
but  would  pay  \n  sis  weeks,  deleruiining,  m  tlie 
mean  time,  to  dispose  of  the  furniture  and  slip 
But  tisis  swindling  scheme  was  prevented  by  a 
draper^  who  took  out  a  writ  against  huji.  In  tlris 
critical  situatiorj  he  hastily  secured'  some '  si! ver 
plate  and  his  bed-cloihes,  and  disposed  of  tfiem  to 
a  Jew  in  a  dissant  part  of  lhe  ciiy.  Bisi  notwith- 
sfamling  his  precatuions,  the  upbolsferer  hkAng  iiu 
formed  of  the  traiisjjcl  ion,  siicceeded  in  ■apprehend* 
ing  hmi  as  a  swindler. 

Ailm  acGosiipjnied  tiie  offi:ef3  wuh  a  cheesful  air,  i\H 
they  reachr^d  a  weii  acquajfjie  i  spot,  when  making  a  sud«. 
den   spring,    he    disjppeared  trirou^h    a    narrow  ^a&* 
Sijge,  and  took  refage  in  the  house  of  a  cuurUzarit  wh^i  , 
though  a  leWard  was  ofF-red  for  his  app^eiiension,  lodg- 
ed hiiu    in    a    place    of  safety,  and    paid  him  every" 
possible  aiteotion.-     She  pjocu'ed  him  an  old   sjIc  'of" 
clothfs,  and  found  a  vessel  which  was  to  sail  \hn  nighr. 
Allan,  secure  in  his  d«?guise,  reached  the  ship  wiihout^ 
mterruption.    On  his  arrival  m  Liverpool  he  pushed  otj 
10  ^ik  pton.     Finding  it  needful  to  have  his  finances  h**-- 
cruiltd,  he  determined  to  enhst  5  he  accoidingiy  aoCQSt'r^ 


u 

€^  at  sergeant,  told  him  a  well  feigned  story  o 
beingrobbed  of  his  watch  and  12j^uineas,  with  which  he 
was  hastening  home  to  relieve  his  parents  who  were  in 
great  distress.  The  sergeant  seemed  to  sympathize 
with  him,  and  oifered  to  advance  his  boutlty  when  he 
was  sworn  in.  Allan  agreed,  and  accompanied  the  ser- 
geant to  a  Justice,  when  the  business  was  finally  con-^ 
eluded.  In  the  evening  he  pretended  he  ha<i  found  a 
friend  to  take  his  money  to  his  father,  except  a  guinea, 
with  which  he  treated  the  party.  Having  procured  a 
billet,  he  left  the  company,  but  instead  of  proceeding  to 
his  quarters,  he  left  the  town,  and  \v?*lking  briskly  on- 
ward for  two  days,  reached  Darlington.  Here  he 
fell  in  with  a  gang  of  west-country  tinkers  and  coopers, 
among  whom  he  spent  all  but  two  shillings,  an<l  left 
Darlington  condemning  his  folly  in  squandering  away 
his  money  so  foolishly.  On  arriviiig  at  Durham  he  en- 
tered a  public  house  to  refresh  himself,  1  he  lirst  per- 
son he  met  was  a  recruiting  serg*?ant,  and  encouraged  by 
his  successful  escapes  he  again  resolved  to  enlist.  The 
sergeant,  seeing  him  a  likely  man,  plied  him  with  liquor 
until  he  gained  his  consent;  having  first  made  the  bar- 
gain that  his  bounty  money  should  be  immediately  paid 
him.  The  sergeant  did  so,  but  not  being  quite  satisfied 
with  his  reasons  for  such  conduct,  ordered  a  corporal  to 
keep  strict  watch  over  bim.  Then  wily  Allan  soon  ob- 
served that  his  guard  was  partial  to  drink,  with  which 
he  so  liberally  supplied  him,  that  he  had  lo  he  carried  to 
hed^  on  which  Jemmy  pocketed  one  of  the  corporal's 
shirtg,  and  deliberately  left  the  house.  He  made  the 
best  of  his  way  to  the  house  of  an  old  associate,  living 
M  Felton  Ferry.  Here  he  met  a  hearty  welcome  ;  and  af- 
ter three  days' jovial  carousal,  he  proceeded  towards 
Newcastle  ;  but  whilst  walking  down  the  Bottle  Bank, 
in  Oalesh^?.d,  he  was  takeia  prisoner  by  iwostont  grena- 
<lierK.  Considering  resistance  vain,  Allan  assumed  a 
cheerful  appearance,  and  accompanied  them  to  the  guard 
house  in  Newcastle  :  here  he  was  informed  that  a  party 
liad  been  from  Durham  in  search  ot  a  deserter,  and  that 
tkej  Busjpected  him  to  he  the  man.    Allan  protested  his 
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innocence,  (l#*ciaring  he  had  not  been  there,  and  offered 
to  accompany  them  thither,  expecting  lo  escape  on 
ithe  road  :  but  the  officers  determined  to  send  for  some 
of  the  recruiting  p^rty  to  come  over  and  indenlify  their 
|man.  During-  the  day  Allan  appeared  cheerful  and  un- 
i«oncerned  ;  but  night  approaching,  and  the  soldiers 
ifrom  Durham  being  expected,  he  determined  on  au 
I  tempting  his  escBpe.  Requesiing  t<t  be  shown  back- 
jwards,  one  of  the  privates  was  ordered  to  accompany 
him;  after  waiting  outside  of  the  door  until  liis  patience 
was  exhausted,  he  called  to  Allan,  but  receiving  no  an- 
swer, he  opened  the  door,  an  J  was  filled  with  astonish- 
nient  on  finding  the  prisoner  had  vanished  ;  be  never 
lhaving  been  one  moment  from  the  door.  Trembling  with 
jfear  he  returned  lo  the  guard-house,  saying,  the  pri« 
isoner  surely  was  the  devil,  and  no  man/'  The  offi- 
jeer  suspecting  he  had  connived  at  the  prisoner's  escape^ 
iordered  him  instantly  to  be  confined.  A  sergeant,  how- 
ever, snatched  up  a  candle,  and  having  examined 
I  he  place,  discovered  that  the  deserter  had  lowered 
himself  down,  and  escaped  by  a  channel  connected  with 
the  place.  A  party  was  immediately  despatched  to 
o^nard  the  outlet.  In  the  meantime,  Allan  explored  his 
way  through  a  narrow  nasty  dark  passage;  and,  after 
much  struggling,  and  being  nearly  suffocated,  he  emerg- 
l^d  from  the  disgusting  channel,  near  to  the  Town 
jMoor,  where  he  hid  himself  among  the  furze.  The  bus- 
ilejabout  the  gu^ud-house,  and  the  search  of  the  soldiers, 
attracted  the  attention  of  several  people^  who  joined  in 
j  he  pursuit ;  and  Jemmy  was  much  alarmed  by  the  near 
jipproach  of  his  pursuers.  At  this  critical  monif^nt,  the 
jjorporal  seized  a  townsmen  much  like  Allan  in  size  and 
iress,  and  called  for  assistance.  In  an  instant  Jemmy 
iprung  upon  his  legs,  shouting  louder  than  the  rest, 
*  Where  is  the  rascal  "  The  mistake  wa?  soon  discover- 
ed, and  Allan  continued  to  appear  anxious  in  the 
search  ;  yet  gradually  moving  away  in  a  wider  range. 
It  length  slipped  off  ;  and  aided,  by  llie  darkness  of  the 
tigfejt,  made  good  his  escape.  Allan  not  liking  lo  ap* 
►ear  in  such  a  miserable  plight  among  his  friends. 


at  Rothbury,  found  refuge  wuh  one  of  the  faa-gang  a( 
Morpeth,  and  knowing  he  couid  ?>ust  his  v« grant  friefifls, 
they  spent  the  day  in  drinking.  Having  gt>t  his  clolhea  ^ 
properly  cleaned,  ai  night  he  set  ofF  for  Roihbury  :  and, 
with  light  step  and  joyful  iieajt,  he  boundfd  over  the 
dreary  hills  of  Rimside  Moor:  and  though  i?  was  mid 
night  when  he  reached  his  native  place,  he  could  not  for. 
bear  visiting  his  favourite  haunts. 


CHAP.  iV. 

The  nrws  of  his  arnval  spread  like  wild. fire  through: 
thi  little  town  of  Hothbury  ;  and,  siu  rounded  hy  his  o 
fitiends,  he  had  the  satisfacnon  of  again  tuning  his  eiegantiiiJ 
m%a\\  fiipes,  the  gift  of  ihe  Ccuntess  of  Norihumberland, 
V/hich  he  valued  so  highly,  that  fo?  fear  of  accident,  he  had 
kftthem  with  a  gentleman  ;  but  having  got  possession  oi 
them  once  moje,  he  dtte.minrd  never  again  to  part  with 
tliem.  While  thus  haj  py  anion*^  his  old ccmies,  a  Secret 
message  was  for\*  arded  to  Newcastle :  t^>e  eolonel  of  the 
regiment  immediately  dispatched  a  trusty  sergeant,  and  five 
men  of  coumge,  to  apprehend  this  darieg  desei  ter,  -  1  he 
party  reached  Rothbury  in  the  afternoon  ;  Allan  was  pfay- 
irg  at  cards,  when  a  boy  standirg  at  the  window,  cried  out, 

vVhat  fine  soldiers  are  coming  to  our  house        Jemmy  If 
guspectisgthiir  business,  snatched  up  a  large  poker,  and 
rushed  past  them,  as  if  mad  with  fury.    His  manner  of 
leaving  the  house  isised  his  suspicions,  and  they  inimedi- 
atiely  gave  chase:  but  Allan  outran  his  pursueis  with  ease, 
and  made  towa-rds  a  steep  crag,  £  short  distance  f»bnj  th^  i 
town,  the  top  of  uhich  he  j/ained  before  the  solciers  had 
r#*ached  the  foot  of  it.     Obsei  ving  a  pile  of  stpnts  on  the^di 
top  of  th<*  crsg,  he  iaou'd  not  lesist  ih-^  temptaiion  of  giv- 
ing them  a  salute  as  they  cume  up  the  hill.     He,  therefore, 
was'ed  till  he  thought  the-mSi.iFicienily  near,  when,  be  pelt- 
ed them  so  heartily,  that  they  were  glad  to  retjUi n  withput 
thtfir  errand.    Ti\e  soldiers,  r.e-enie.red  the  town;  and  con* 
vinced  there  was  no  hopv-  of  securing  him  an^ong  histl 
friends.,  returned  .to  h^a.i  q-uarteis.  rer-rtsr.niing  Jtjmn^y.  as 
one  of  the  roost.  d4!  ing  and  desperate  xharacttrs  ;  they  had  t|t 
em  Kiex  wiihp 
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,  _  After  the^r  retreat,  Allan  commenced  .piactismg  a?  as, 
■  tmarant  niUs»ci^io,  and  itcf-ived  i^?eat  encourag^^ment  ™ 
, /^-Her  playing,  one  night  to  some  young  farniers  at  0»» 
/.ej'bu^J^*       saw  one  of  thes-w  lying  iritox?caH-d  in  the- 
uack-g3fth;    and,   according  to  Allan's   narration.  He 
fpund  hh  watch,  which  of  cous  se  bec.-^me  his  ov/n  '  Ker-. 
,y  j^ex.t  oiorning  he  departed  to  a,  f^sr  \n  Cumhtt  and, 
w'herft*  he  cxcbaoged  the  watch  for  an^  tJd  gailovvay ,  ami 
SO  shiflin^s.     He,  was.  now  able  to  travel  to  the  most 
disUpt  p«?:ts  of  the  country,  arad   havin^iT   porchaseJ  a 
suit  of,  gentef! .  clothes,  he,  set  cfF  for  Alnwjck  Cagile. ,, 
Bring  jotiodisced  to  the  CouotesS:  .he  assured  .her  of  .hss. 
i.mpf Gved  ccnduet,  ,  on  which  she  corise'J'itcd  to  his  x'€> 
maujing  at  the  Casth^ ;  observing  that  his  .seforfsj.:itJ»n: 
was-    more,  hke,!y    to   r>ecome  ,  perniaoeni  than  JoU 
i.h--.prof  ssion  of. -a  wandering  -minstreh:  .but  A U - 
i4-n's.  t«ste.  for  aeveiry  .  aod  drhikuig  was  too  finidy.  root-.  ^ 
3,d;  to.  be  .so  easiiy  Gveicome,,  arid  dnr'mg  Im  $hon  stay  ■ 
'jjtahe  Castle,  he  behaved  in  the  most  thoughdeis  arid 
iF.reg.dar-  m.mner.     It  happened,  however, .  that  the 
tner,  whose  watch  be  hid  sro'en^  dsscoi'esed  h;s  lost  p.r.C^ 
^"jf rt-y,v,.-and  from  the  desciption  of  the  persoru  .he,,kad. , 
rio  .d,oubt  but  I  hat  Ahap  .  was  die  ihief.     lie  iro.siiedsate. 
ly.  pjoceeded  to  -Alwkk.,  arid  rodde  hh  hwikn^m  know.n 
:4J;.lhe  ^tewafd-- of  she  Gastle,  who  thought  it  necf-ss^r?^. , 
:p:Consult  h.ss  Jordship  oo  the  affriir.     'The  Eati  paid  . 
'iiffijersthe  vahje  of  the'  Batch,  and  ordering  Aiian  int^.. 
bb  .pri^sefiCe.  -toid  him-  that.,  a:  person  of  Mjch  .infamous 
cliai'acter  eoufd  oot  be  permiticd  to  remais^  aoy  lon^tr 
mder  hi%  roiA     Th^  Earl  J->ad  too  much  genero?4iy  IQ  , 
dismiss  hsm  withr^ut  some  ackfsowiedgment,  acid  ordcr«i 
the  steward  io  giv-.Hdn;v  ten  pounds,  and  w  ch'^«)ge  him 
n^ver  to  enter  the  CastL-  again.     Adan  moitdled,  slunk  , 
away  withoyt  taking,  leave  of  the  don^^estics.    .  • 

.■  Thus  di^.g.raced,  hs  determined  to  go  to  Boswe-;!! .  fitifi.^ 
where  he  leafot  some  of  his  friends  had  gone;  artiving 
idse  night  before  the  fair,  he  was   \v<ll  paid  for  enter., 
i:a»nifig  a  !>umber  cf  diOTrrs  who  had  brought  their  cat. 

le  to  selh  Akoui  8  o  clock  he  Mok  a  walk  !hi0ijgh  the 
tgi/  in  hppe3  of  meeting  $oim  of  ihx  faa  fr^tt:jniiy..}  \vh<;o 
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he  was  accosted  in  a  rude  manner  with  the  appalling 
words,  *'  Yuii  are  my  prisoner."  On  turning*  round,  he 
saw  sergeant  Armstrong,  of  the25lh  regiment,  with  hi;  { 
sword  drawn.  Allan's  firatimpulse  was  to  run  off ;  but,, 
on  second  thoughts,  he  shook  Armstrong  very  cordial- 
ly by  the  hand,  and  told  him,  if  he  would  give  him  his 
liberty,  he  would  engage  to  procure  him  half  a  dozen  as 
fine  looking  young  men  as  any  in  the  25th  regiment. 
The  sergeant  agreed  to  the  bargain,  and,  accordingly, 
Allan  joined  the  party  with  his  pipes  ;  and  by  a  variety  |„ 
of  whimsical  capers,  which  so  attracted  the  young  men,|(j 
that  before  night  they  had  enlisted  eight  of  them.  The 
sergeant,  so  well  pleased  with  their  success,  invited  Al 
Ian  to  supper,  after  which  they  drank  and  danced  until^ 
morning.  In  the  meantime  Armstrong  sent  word  to  a 
sergeant  recruiting  at  Kelso,  to  come  and  take  him  as  a 
deserter ;  the  scheme  succeeded,  and  just  when  Allan 
was  taking  leave,  in  marched  the  other  sergeaut.  Allan 
suspected  the  plot,  and  bestowed  the  blackest,  epithets 
upon  Armstrong,  who  calmly  insisted  on  the  meeting 
being  quite  accidental.  Allan  was  immediately  march* 
ed  to  Kelso,  resolving  to  escape  before  they  reached 
head  quarters.  He  tried  the  efftcis  of  whiskey  upon 
his  guards  without  avail  ;  at  night  they  agreed  that 
he  should  sleep  between  them.  To  this  Allan  made  no 
objection,  but  that  he  would  sleep  with  his  clothes  on, 
and  they  agreed  to  do  the  same.  Allan  having  provid- 
ed himself  with  two  ne**dles  and  some  strong  twine, 
wilh  which  he  cautiously  sewed  their  clothes  to  the  bed 
clothes,  as  soon  as  he  was  sure  they  were  asleep.  Hav- 
ing accomplished  this,  he  sprung  out  of  bed  with  so  |ii^ 
tie  care  that  he  awoke  both  his  bed-fellows  ;  but  being 
entangled  together  they  rolled  on  the  floor:  Allan  threw 
up  the  window,  and  sliding  down  by  the  sign*post,  effect, 
ed  his  escape.  He  now  determined  to  be  revenged 
on  Armstrong  for  his  treachery ;  and  proceeding  direcj^ 
reached  Wooler  at  an  early  hour,  and  demanded  imme- 
diate admittance  to  the  chamber  of  the  sergeant  ;  when 
Allan  in  a  stern  voice  addressed  him,  '^Sergeant,  yoij 
see  a  man  before  you  whom  you  have  scandalously  a. 
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bused.  1  had  the  good  fortune  to  see  your  colonel  yester- 
Jay,  to  whom  i  related  your  base  conduct,  and  be  gener- 
ously presented  me  with  my  discharge,  (drawing  from 
his  pocket  a  paper  carefully  fohled)  at  the  same  lime  he 
insisted  upon  me  demanding  of  you  two  guineas  by  way 
ji  rncompence.'*  I'he  sergeant  being  so  abruptly  a- 
woke,  and  confounded  bythis  peremptory  message,  gave 
[lim  the  sum  he  demanded,  and  Allan  withdrew,  hoping 
le  wouldcome  to  no  further  harm  on  the  business,  fur- 
her  than  a  reprimand  which  he  justly  deserved. 

Allan  was  highly  elated  at  this^  successful  piece  of  ro- 
ruery,  and  borrowing  a  galloway  of  a  brother  Gipsy,  he 
truck  through  the  wilds  of  the  north-west  parts  of  Nor- 
humberland.  Near  flawick  he  fed  in  with  a  party  of 
[Gipsies,  and  among  them  his  wife  Sally  :  they  were  pro- 
eeding  to  Kirk-Yetholm,  to  attend  a  marriige  between  a 
listinguished  Scotch  Gipsy  and  one  of  old  Will  Faa*s 
'aoghters.  On  entering  the  village,  Allan  lepaired  to  the 
oyal  residence,  to  pay  his  respects  to  old  Will,  by  whom 
e  was  received  with  great  kindness.  After  celebrating 
he  marriage  with  much  noisy  feasting,  the  company  dis- 
ersed  after  their  various  occupations.  Allan  was  ordered 
)  stay  at  home,  as  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to  venture 
3road  He  spent  his  time  in  iishing,  which  was  at  once 
'  is  occupation  and  amusement.  During  one  of  his  ram- 
'  les,  he  heard  that  a  gentleman  farmer  was  to  be  married 
I )  a  lady  of  fortune  the  following  day.  He  offered  his 
^irvices  which  were  graciously  accepted,  and  he  was 

•  ivited  to  remain  all  night,  VVhile  meditating  on  the 
'  ofits  of  the  engagemenf,  he  saw  two  fiddlers  enter, 
I  id  being  afiaid  that  the  music  of  the  violin  would  be  pre- 
'  ared  to  pipe-mu'?ic,  he  determined  to  **  spoil  their  fid- 

•  ling."  The  two  fiddlers  made  so  free  with  the  refresh. 
'  ents  of  the  evening,  that  they  had  to  be  carried  to  bed. 
^  llm,  on  the  contrary,  kept  himself  sober ;  and  observing 
'  M  the  musicians  had  laid  their  fiddles  beside  his  pipes,  as 
'  on  as  he  discovered  that  all  was  quiet>  he  got  out  of  bed, 

•  id  put  both  the  fiddles  and  his  pipes  into  a  water-tub. 
»  Ian  allowed  the  fiddlers  to  rise  before  him  in  the  mom 


mg^  when  diHgc-f)f.  search  wu«  made" for  their  \mfmm:M 
Allm  entered  the  kitchen,  cyiriij  out,  O,  the  r'og'^^ 
they  have  got  my  pipes  1*'  Every  one  believeJ  they  W' 
$\C'ien,  rill  erne  of  the  seryant.s  ciscovt-red  the  fiddU-s 
water,  c|i;it:'  spoiled,  Al.'an  hastened  to  ihe  sp.ot,  \a 
%iid,  **  A'f'^  the  loons,  they  have  thrown  my., pipes  in  -a Is 
whoever  has -done  this  deserves  to  be.'harge.d.,'*.  .,'rhe  p« 
fldJh-f's  b.?ing  .disconcerted,  slunk  a  way,,  v/ bile  ,^Uan,  .«» 
hu>d  taken  ihe  rerds  fiom  .his  pipes,  gamed-  the  wh 

■A^l  ^a  havi^t^  been  coo,cerned  in  a  sheep»stealir\g  a^^ 
with  a  f(>rti^"n  Gipsy,  who  had  'lately  joined,  the  gang, 
obliged  to  fly  for  tvitr  oi  conse>quences,.  and  he  arnved' 
Berwick  vvuhout.a  penny,  ■  In  this  state  cf ■  destitu.tio-n| 
had  recourse  to  H?s  old  njode  of  replenishing  .his..ii.a«ift^' 
■  byeohsnng  Vi:\H\  d  spfuce  youno  sergeant.  'The  .serger 
.wh^n.told  3.»,e  h:\(i  a  slippery  eel  .to  hold,  i.epvied  with  •€ 
trjiiapt,  *'  if  -he  be  ihe  devil  himself,instead  of  n  vyandei.j 
piper,  he  shail  not  escape^  me.."  After  Aibp  had  rec^M 
his  bounty,  he  ordered  him  to  be  strictly  \v-ai c hed. ; ,-Uvt,^| 
.lao  appeared  so  cheerful  aod  happy  as  th.rew  .the^i^q 
off  their  gu'ini.  The  se-.j-.^ant  and  corporal-,  •leadily  -.c 
sen  red  to  erj  ly  ihen>5t@lves  .over.  a.  pot  f»i)m  '.his  |bounj 
money  Aii^m  having  cal'ed  in  a  iidilfer,  „ p- opose<^ 
threesome  reel,  and  whiht.  s  -tting  to  ihe .  .s^.-rgt-aflt, 
charged  A  handful  of  Scotch  snuff  in  his.  .face.,  winch  bit 
ed  and  oeany  suffjcated  hiH5,«— awd  .tucniog  qu-'ckly  lOi^ 
to  the  corporal^  served  him  in  ihs  same  m.-mner,  ;an.d. 
BtmtiY  darunff  out  of  the  roo.n,  .accomplished  his  esca^ 
AH.in  bent  his  .course  towirds  R ut h bu r y a nd  d is patchif 
Ghj'^Y  ^^-^  pip^^s,  he  continued  at  fijly stone  a/i^^i 

reinm,  and  then  travel  ed  to  fL-xham  .  wheie,'  b<  ing  .s|i 
of  cash,,  wi.th  his  usual  audacity,  tse  enlisted,  and  -siij^pvif, 
afier  recctivin'c>-  half  of  -  his  bounty,  Another  rectuif 
&e*'^-'uuu,  n-j.rned.  Hays,  follo-wed  in  pursuit,.,and  vu..cp«e»^ 
iTi  stcun.'uj;  bin  :  they  watched  him  strictly  , and  n^^Htf 
tudged  ^iia^  isi  the  g'ji^rd-lioijse.at  Ne wcas^tU?.,, A ih<n. filial 
h)nirv,df  ameng  strangers,  lu.iled  the'v  r^spic^^^^ps  by^ 
g'>od-humjars;d  j  jkesj  and  spending  hi?i  money  freely. 
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If s^h"/ finding  a.  favotjsrable  opporttir^.^,  he  darted  out  of 
f,he  guard-house,  and  away.  ,  The  fsrst  use  he  made  of  iiis. 
'iiberty  vvas  to  recover  his  pipes,  and  th^^n  determined  to 
leave  the  country  But,  hearing  that  his  bfoiher  Bob  was 
canfined  in  E.lmburg  Castle  for  deserrjon,  and  Would  pro* 
bably  be  shot^  he  resoiveJ  t(>.:^tteovpt  his  liberation.  Hav- 
ing succeeded  io  obmnwjr  she  lo^n  of  a  roiiiet's  .clothes, 
he  readijy  j^ot  ado  i>sion  loto  the  cas'le,  and.  by  a  little 
phciry,  iotoj-.he  pdson  whete  his  bs-other  was,  and  furjiisb- 
in^  hi^^  ^  instf  umeots  for  escape,  and  ap^'ointinga  place 
of  mlsetiag  he.iefr  the  sC'UI).ess  erjuying  his  bountiful  ge*. 
nerosity.  Ail-ao  had  the  pieasure  of  being  soon  joined  by 
bis  brother,  and,  they  ptes'Sed  forward  to  Dunse,  Eo- 
■rrring  a  pubhc-house,  they,  by  a  well-told  taSe  about  seeking 
Joi  their  master's  bosses.,  duped  a  sergeant,  who  thong bt 
'them  two  raw  couniry  lads,  esshsteci  them,  and  paid  them 
'■.heir  bouRty.  At  n'ght,  h;iving  ijuox'cated  the  party, 
., hey  proceeded  on  their  journey  ;  — Rob  beiokC  apprehen- 
jive  of  being  pujsued,  pruderth/  \iuhdrew..  and  joined  a 
jj:irig  of  old  fiends,  while  Ahan  pressed  forward  to  Roth* 
>my.  The  sergeant  whom  he  had  defrauded  at  Duos>| 
^  ilscovering  his.  retreat  m<ir.oe  jvsed  so  weli  as  to  get  en« 
'■  ranee  into  ithe-  room  where  Jemmy  was  playing',  Twcj 
'^;oidier:s  stepped  up  to  Uh.u,  and  sa'd,     ^**'e  want  a  tune,'' 

■  (Od  immecijtely  commerce ;1  dancirg^  uhile  others  secured 

d'jQV.  Ac  ihv  tnd  of  the  dance  the  sergeant  came  for» 
^  i^ard  to  speak  to  tiie  soldiers,  when  AHao  ilung  up  the 
.'nndow  an.!  jumped  out,  1  nst-i-ct  chase  was  given,  but 
\  'ithout  success,  for  Jemmy  again  got  c*ear  off  AUm 
'  i:ide  the  btst  oTfns  ^vay  toCariisie,  and  having  perfoimed 
,  Kc^'ssfuily  to  a  festive  piny  held  ihrr^,  he  was  congra- 
jtsnr/g  himselt  on  fortune  favoufing  him  once  mo?e  ;  but 
'.'hdv^  srarviing  .3t  the  window  <b.-  inn,  he  heard  the 
V  jun  i  of  drum  and  life,  and  discovering  that  it  was  the 

■  (  tv  he  ihad  eniisted  with  at  Duih^m,  and  seeing  them 
'  itering  the  house,  not  a  momfcjnt  for  eseape  was  to  be 

$t.  He  seizfd  his  bundle,  and  ihppin^  out  the  b;c  c- 
:  >ar^  was  soon  on  the  road  to  iVnrith,    On  the  load 
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Allan  overtook  a  company  of  strolling  players ; — discovef 
ing  Allan's  abilities  on  th€  pipes,  the  manager  warmlj 
pressed  him  to  join  the  company.  Their  vagabond  modt 
of  life  suited  his  taste,  and  he  complied,  staying  with  then:  1« 
about  six  nionthi>,  living  in  clover  to-day,  and  to-mor 
row  counting  the  chimney-tops  for  a  dinner  Takinj| 
ufPence,  he  induced  tht?  manager's  wife  to  elope  with  him 
carrying  off  her  husband's  best  linen,  cash,  and  watch.  Oii 
reach!n.i  Litchfield,  they  took  genteel  lodgings,  and  hv 
commented  teacher  of  music,  which  would  have  succeeded 
had  not  his  love  of  low  company,  and  extravagance  frua  ai 
trated  the  scheme  The  manager's  wife  made  up  her  min( 
to  return  to  her  husband,  and,  after  they  had  mutually  di'||; 
vided  their  i  ash,  Allan  took  the  road  to  i  ondon. 


CHAP.  V. 

Havino^  arrived  at  London,  through  the  nnedium  of  an  arquainrt 
ance,  ho  was  soon  brought  into  notice,  and  eiiifnt^ed  to  many  r t 
spectabie  parties.    One  nii»ht,  when  goino;  towaids  Teraple-Bai 
he  was  joined  by  a  young  man,  whom  he  had  nut  at  a  place  i  pl' 
had  repute.    It  rained  hard,  and  they  walked  shnrply  on  tvjgjethe 
when  tLey  met  an  old  man  r  his  companion  instantJy  knoeketl  th 
man  down,  and  robbed  him  of  his  watch  and  money  \  in  hi-*  hnrrM 
lie  dropped  theivalch,  which,  Allan  said,  he  picked  up  \ki  return 
lis  ounu:r  ;  but  hearing"  footj^teps,  he  made  off,  forgetttng  to  Icau^ 
the  watch  behind.    Allan  iiastened  to  liis  huii^ino^s,  and  packing  up 
his  ch)thes,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  g'et  on  hoard  a  ship  reaiiy 
saij;  and,  having"  enjoyed  a  voyage  tos^ea,  until  the  awkward  affa  >IJi 
blew  over,  he  arrived  at  Poi  tsmouth.    On  leaving  Poitsmoiilh,  I  >u 
fell  into  conversation  with  a  gentleman's  coachman,  who  offerc  )i* 
to  g-ive  him  a  cast  to  Southampton  for  a  trifle.    Allan  in^^tant  hi 
a<;Tet:d,  and  was  rapidly  conveyed  along  with  ease  and  comfort.- '»i 
When  within  two  miles  of  Southainpton,  the  eoachntan  requests  Oi 
him  to  ali<;ht,  lest  his  master  should  see  him     This  was  just  wli  o 
Allan  wished     He  sat  still,  saying,  he  had  hargainefl  to  he  carri<|efr 
to  Southampton,  and  unless  he  was  carried  there  lie  woHld  not  pi  |*«^ 
a  farthing.    In  a  counterfeited  passion  he  at  length  jumped  on— n 
and  the  coachnim,  glad  to  he  rid  of  liim,  drove  off,  and  Alk^Ui 
trudged  (,n  towards  the  town     Afier  walking  through  the  stree 
under  a  heavy  rain,  he  discovered  a  recruiting  party  dancing  il  r,\ 
jjuhlic  house.    Allan  soon  caught  the  eye  of  the  sergeant,  and  /I 
suffered  himself  to  he  prevailed  on  to  enlist,  having  a  good  pj  -0 
ot  hi?«  bounty-money  ])ai<l  him,  so  that  he  might  "  for  once  live  li  % 
a  prince."'    In  the  morning  he  wandered  to  another  part  of  1 1vt 
;owu,  and  again  enlisted,    in  a  short  ti»ie  he  retmned  U)  bis  lot  '-i  | 
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n«*^s  to  secure  a  few  articles  li»  had  stolen  from  on  board  ship,  whea 
le  heard  liis  two  sei  jeants  salute  each  other  below,  and  conversing 
ibout  their  recruits,  he  beard  one  of  them  exclaim,  after  describ- 
his  person  and  dress,    ()  the  iScotch  villain,  he  enlisted  with  mc 
sAst  nitrht,  and  i  will  have  him  if  he  be  on  earth."  A  drummer  boy 
jlaying^at  marbles  near  the  door,  t  id  them  the  recruit  had  jg^one 
iipstaiVs.    Allan  in  a  moment  locked  the  door,  and  knotting^  the 
^jed  clothes  tojrether,  threw  them  out  of  the  window,  having  fixed 
'  he  other  end  to  the  bed-post^   Jemmy  had  just  time  to  slip  under 
J  he  bed,  when  the  soldiers  broke  open  the  door,  and  seeing  thestae 
{>f  the  bedclothes,  and  his  hut  lyinj;  in  the  yard,  immediately  set 
J)ff  in  pursuit.    The  landlord's  dauirhter  coming  up  stairs  to  exa- 
nine  the  state  of  tht?  room,  Allan  discovered  himself  to  her,  and  by 
\  little  flattery  she  was  won  ovtr  to  manoeuvre  his  escape, 
i\  On  reaching  Atidover,  he  entered  a  public-house,  and  ordered 
|>reakfast,  during-  which  a  man  eyed  him  so  minutely  as  te  render 
lim  very  uneasy.    The  man  stepped  out,  but  before  Allan  got 
me  hundred  yards  from  the  door,  he  was  seized  by  a  party  of  sol- 
iiers,  and  immediately  taken  a  prisoner  to  the  guard-house,  and 

rom  thence  was  removed  to  the  prison,  the  officer  observing,  that 
i  a  despei  ate  man  deserved  desperate  treatment.'^  Allan,  on  view- 
ft  ;ig  his  dreary  cell,  saw  there  wa.s  no  way  of  escape  but  by  sawing- 
jr  sunder  the  iron  window-bars  which  durmg  the  night  he  accom- 
u  lished.  Allan  fled  with  great  speed  for  several  miles,  when  he  was 
ei  bliged  to  sell  his  shirt  to  procure  something  to  eat.  On  reaching 
111  liilisbury,  he  again  enlisted,  and,  notwithstanding  the  precaution** 
r[  f  the  party,  he  deserted  on  the  third  day.  On  entering  a  public, 
il  oiise  at  Devizes,  he  was  accosted  by  the  unpleasant  salutation, 
jf  iSir,  you  are  my  prisoner.'*  With  his  usual  presence  of  mind 
«je  signed  that  he  was  begging,  and  acted  the  dumb  naan  to  such 
Ijerfection,  that  the  company  in  the  house  took  his  part.  Many 

lans  of  detection  were  tried,  which  Allan  continued  to  defeat; 
1  ,ut  after  having  drank  his  ale,  was  proceeding  to  the  door,  when  a 
.rt  ucket  of  water  was  dashed  in  his  face.  This  unexpected  salute 
ntl  lUised  him  to  roar  out,  What's  that  fi»r ;  when  the  constable 
I,,  ^^tantly  seized,  and,  after  a  desperate  struggle,  had  him  conveyed 
iti  !>  the  black  hole.  On  examining  the  prison,  he  found  there  %ra« 
«|,  i>  hope  of  escape  but  by  the  chimney,  which  he  deteimined  toat- 
rii  tnpt  at  night.    VV hile  sitting  musing,  the  prison-door  was  gently 

/ened,  and  a  female  entered  and  said,  "Quick — fly ! — no  thanks  : 
(,{  -my  husband  may  suffer  for  this  negligence ;  but,  remember 
y  umfries and  as  Allan  left  the  place,  he  recolle<tted  that  tlui 
III  jiolt  r'fc  daughter,  nf  Dumfi'ies,  the  sergeant's  wife,  and  his  deliver- 
rii  yW-erethe'same  pei-son. 

AHau,  according  to  his  custom,  struck  across  the  country: 
1^  -On  reaching  Darlington,  he  met  with  the  celebrated  Bet  Whiii- 
,|  n,  who  would  treat  him.  Allan  discovering  that  she  had  both 
fi  ver  and  gold,  succeeded  in  intoxicating  her,  when  he  cmptie<l 
,lj  r  pc{ek,et»,  and  pursueil  his  journey.    On  arriving  at  Cbe«- 

•  W-Mi  eet,  he  found  a  number  of  pitruca  raffliu^  for  a  j^un,  aftet- 


2S 


w!*.icb  ttK'v  b'^g  in  to  throw  for  small  sums,  when  Allan  ofFerefl  tf'*" 
st»ke  t^?n  ^ninea^i  to  five  on  a  Aia^lc  ihiow.     The  pitmen  ^Jg;ree^  ^ 
a  ;'d  iicnt  f.»r  lucky  Qc^)Vi\y  Dunn  to  cast  for  them  ;  but  Allan  tlci 
teronySy  chansjin^  the  dicp»  tin*evv  two  ab.)vehim»  and  instaniK 
swej)t  the  iable     He  reat-hed  Newcastle  quite  b:g-  aboru  the  dasrf  f 
e  would  cut  at  Rdtl^bury ;  but  on  pas.^io';*-  the  head  cf  the  Sid«r 
e  iDet  im  old  female  arqiKtiutance,  who  invised  him  to  her  resi 
dcnce      liie  l^a^stle-G  u  th.    The  next  flay  s'he  absconded,  faking  ^' 
wiih  her  the  whole  of  his  i!l-gotien  gains,  and  i»e  Was  obliged  ti 
tramp  for >vard  to  Morpeih  without  a  shdiin:^  in  his  pocket.    Af  '^) 
Morpeth  he  Isa  l  recourse  fw  id^old  expedient,  a.Hl  e^jlistrd.  h« 
8**rgeafit  su«'iectin:^  whom  he  had  to  deal  with,  ha<i  hini  swo  r  ' 
in,  z.ivi  {Uyec\\y  ma)  chcd  ofi'  to  hi;?  officer  at  Newca.sUe.    TiU*  ogi. 
cerbeinL^  in  company,  offered  to  bet  firty  pou  ids  to  ihirtv  that  ht 
sihmild  not  escape  before  t%-y  seached  ht^^ad -quarters  at  York.   Htj  /I 
wail  told  not  to  be  too  confiilt'sit,  for  Alian  cudld  double  I  ke  A  f<ix  'illi 
an  i  j  UJi1fk>va  hire.    A  :4entlemin  accepted  the  bet,  and  ulhrA^^V  la 
him  to  inform  hit  men  of  the  circumstnn(:e,  and  ki^e,)  it  a  8<»creM:« 
frdm  Allan     The'oflicer  promised  to  divide  his  winnin?*^  bef  wecri  lie? 
(wo  e'.jr|Ditrals  nnd  iwo  sers:eant!«!,  Jo  waom  Allan  was  e-pecially  eiV 
trusted.  One  corporal  Walked  before,  and  the  oiher  followed  af  er 
wifh  their  inusljets  lu'adel    whde  asprg^-aiifc  walked  on  each  »m\v 
6f  him  with  their  55words  d.awii,     4l!an  berner  only  a  rerruit)'  f^t 
indi^>nHut  at  snch  treat  men  r,  aod  resolved  to  escape  at  the  risk  oi 
Mejife.    Th?i'  reached  B(>ro'J:ch!>rid^e  before  .-n  opportunity  pn-r 
i4<*nted  iliielf.    As  they  v.- ere  passing-  by  the  s  de  of  a  wood,  Altjiii ' 
observed  thd-t  he  ".vorild  be  utider  the  aecessity  of  troubliisg  them 
for  a  mi  rate  •  his  ernards  aecordsiv^ly  drfMv  up  a  few  paces  b»?f*^re 
tilm^    Pn^n  tidiricr  to  unbutton,  he  stooped  down,  and,  watching"  \ii<^ f 
opportuuity,  hespizejJ  a  stone,  threw  it  over  their  heads,  and,  if  i 
dse  same  motnfnt,  da^^hed  iato  the  wood.    One  of  the  cotpo. 
ired,  and,  wilh  the  other  soldier?!  and  recruits,  immediately  frs^ 
chase  ♦  but  Allan,  accastomed  to  lan^itig  ti»ron«^h  the  woods 
rWdv  eluded  his  pursncri'i,  and,  gfaiidng'  the  opei»  conntry,  ma(ie  thi  ' 
best  orhis  way  to  Whitby,  where  he  took  ^-hipijini;:,  and  in  twentjt 
bburF.  he  I nnded  at:  Leith     Failiox  in  with  an  olJ  acquaintance 
a  sh?>^maker»  from  Aln  w  ick,  throusrh  v»  horn  he  wa,s  eng^a^ed  to  pljiyi 
lof  theit  procpi'j'ion,  and,  next  day,  instead  of  parading-  at  York,  hv 
was  pbysng  *i^*^'^y  ^itJg"  CH^pin,  thr6iii?h  the  prmd 

pal  street**  of  ■Edird)urgh.      ■  '     ;  ■  '  '  ■ 

AjJaia  noir  returned  to  Rotbbury  and  while  he  wa«5  playinjj oiii" 
nr^hi,  he  vf'A^  tuUi  that  four  strange  men,  not  sohliers^,  were  en'  ' 
<|isifni'^  of  a  boy,  in  a  low  voice,  where  Ji;mmy  Alhin  wur  Allan 
fcUS|>ecti»K  slraugera  were,  tl>evv  out  ot  the  bonne,  and  [ 

raped  wiihpiit  di^Flcu ity.  All;in  bent  his  course  towards  Hexhax»  \- 
Thestniogets  proved  to  be  a  stiiieant  a  ad  three  of  h  s  men,  with' 
vtL>m  he  had  er^sUted  at  Morpeth,  and  di^coverh)^  the  root  hehaii 
ja5re«^  ?f affiled  so  exp^HiiliouAly,  Xhi^X  tl^y  MVtrtiiok  him  *befdK' 
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rp  rcsicbr-.^  BeKham.  AWtkn,.  in  an  instant^  rfarted  forwarl,  pur- 
ued  liv  ibe  \vlr.;jte  p:i*-ty  ;  i>ut.  lo4  iir  time  in  ie.ijKiiJ,  a  he^^C;,  he 
v&<<  ohUj^ecl  u>  de.eaJ  him-tel^*  with  h'S  g'ick  he  a.^aia  ran  ofi^ 
JUS  w))c:£'-  p.-i'-i-iiitg-  (H'i'r  fi  iftyte,  ? he  druiiume.r  .struck  hivo  with  his 
word  u pj.ni  the  wvUt  Aiian  vieweii  the  wouiid  With  deep  em'*- 
ton,  and  then  U>i>ki  ij^'  at  the  tirit;js',ricr,  he  excUiiai'^?!  wiUi  a  rrsin- 
trefs  pria-e,  W;  ha'e  8pui!e<l  !he  best  pipe-liand  in  E.sglasid.'*— , 
iilan  w.-«s  now  coajpletely  conq-aej-ed  ,  the  serg^'aiit  cojiductci*'  h\m 
He\Uim\  hiul  Sjtiged  him  In  th-c  hjuse  of  correction.  But 
Kiny  res  lecta'olt'  pi-r.-onM,  s*i»iTy  f.>r  hi^  nu-fortiioe,  interested  therii- 
Aves  in  |iri.v.:u  ing-  ^.lis  ds.'^ch:!r):ie,  which  was  the  more  readily  ob- 
diied,  as  his  \r<j\i-kd  di'^abied  hiai  io  future  fiOin  imposing  on  tl*e 
I,  ulslary. 

.  ■  CMAP.  vi. 

b  Allan  retired  to  Kothbu*-y,  and  shiirtly  nfier  marricti,  and  livc'd 
s,  ith  his  wife  about  three  \ear."*,  with  .a orsvitrftiS  .sobriety  ;  bus.  he 
«() 'came  accjua'.nted  wifh  oise  Mary  Rawlins,  a  louse,  tli'-^s^/luse  wo--, 
ei.aa.    To  support  Moir$<.  rxtra v .ig'.iiice,  he  ha-.!  ri-cottrse  to  all  tise 
aiiievisb  tncks  of       youth..    Abous  this  tsoie  he  stole  Uie  irosn- 
m  ar  from  a  number  of  |i!.0!|??!h    ua-i  hat  in;;  leaded  a  jttoat  as?»% 
er,,  dispatched  iVL.>l!  to  .sell  the  p!ua:k*r  to  an  old  acquainti*ace  iti 
iile  de."^head      !  he  dea'er,  Itcny^jver,  j(;iv«^  her  otdy  a  trifle  for  the 
!?J(:;jo!e  loJ,  which  so  f-x.ispar.sU'd  AU..vo,  shat  he  vowed  to  be  re- 
of'"ig'€d,    B.,»rro'iv iu?^;;  Ehree  gMl5ow:sysj  and  acconipaoit-d  by  his  bo- 
ir/  *t  p:.o'tner>  he  reached  Pipe^veli«;ate  b  twsxl  12  and  I  o'clock  at 
ua';ht,  and  entered  the  deai«?r\s  w^.-rr-sou-^e  by  sneaos  of  f.ilse  k^y^, 
leai '"ikitrg-  a  !i'<;bt,  he  ar,d  .Tlrtlf  FiO'^n  tilled  theemp'y  panoier.'*  with 
'J  j.rou.    ilv  ihvn  --ilipped  oli,  and  sh^c  knocked  at  J  he  hous*».door, 
•1^ ihen  admitted,  s'ae  told  the  dealer  yhe  hud  had  good  luck,  mid 
jj  h.ild  seT;  the  whole  by  Inmpj  ri  ?fe  Nvyyld  be  g-enrrous.    The  bar« 
xM't  wass,>i;u  rn        and  Allaa  returned  exnh iu2j  in  having- justly 
nfwomp'euscd.  th'.s  hootst  man.    At  tea^sh  Allan  grew  weary  of 
i'f     -kK^sJ  bM  •■•'i     ;''--rured  his  pipes  and  some  clean  Imeti,  he  took 
air.id  Ni;dTCUrrk,  lho?'ouj>-hly  skilled  in  the 
■  .r/n^}::;  a  p!;it  lai;!  to  dupe  a  ship  cap'ain\  wire, 

:/e.ss-;l  n-ii:,.  iyia-^  at  ?he  Qaay,  Alhin  imparted  his  scheme  to 
■.h'»  becanje  irdej-esteiUy  acf  i ve  in  its  exs^cntion.  Discover-^. 
.  captain  on  .shore,  .Ad. m  paid  his  wife  a  visit  on  board. — . 

■■•A-'-':  P''eviousIy  ac<j!faint#fd,  AUau  soon  persuaded  her  to  elope 
'     "  ■       :>b:'  was  trrne  to  her  appoiutmeat,.  carrying  two  lari^-c; 

■.\nd  (fth'T  va'uabies.     i\eU  acnn,4'  as  a  servant, 
■t^.  \     a,  after  w«lkiiiig  a  little  way  up  the  Quuy, 
.  J  '  ij'  till  Ise  entered  a  pnblie-house  lor  bis 

'  J"    wv.a.:;  df>orj  and  onl  at  the  other  which  led  iev- 

d  was  waiii.ig,  they  proceeded  to  Mieir  lod^- 
i  in  dritdiing.  n.ivni'4  sidd  the  cloiljw,  they 
,    .ere  I  bey  spent  thrir  slL^otten  gams.  Oiig 
^^liike  lojue  greatly  h,urrvejJ,aad  .raji<iiag  Allan  out  of  bed^ 
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insisted  on  rooving  off.    When  on  the  road  to  Newcastle,  AUan  en^g 
quired  the  reason  for  such  haste.  Nell  answered,  "  A  purse  of  ^ti^lj 
and  a  watch  are  worth  preserving."    On  reaching  NeMcastle,  NeM 
bouglit  him  a  suit  of  new  clothes,  and  then  determined  to  enjoj 
hers(  If.    One  evening  Nell  entered  iheir  lodgings,  and  said,  "  No^JJi 
mj^  man,  Jemmy,  Tm  ready  to  go.''    He  suspected  ail  was  nol 
right,  and  packing  up  his  pipes  and  clothes,  they  proceeded  im 
Morpeth.    Stopping  at  a  spring  to  drink,  Alhm  was  prej-aring  tliJ 
run  of  his  h-jt  for  that  purpose,  when  Neil  thrust  a  massive  silvel 
tankard  into  his  hand, saying,     Fill  it  half  full  of  water,  and  Tlr 
add  as  much  brandy  to  hansel  onr  new  jug.''    Apprehensive  of 
pursuit,  Allan  pushed  on  to  Hothbury,  where  he  shortly  after  bor^ 
rotcecf  a  mai  e  of  Mr.  James  Brown,  and  being  apprehended,  wai 
tried  in  the  Moot-hall,  found  guilty,  and  condemned  to  be  mark t<! 
in  the  hand,  which,  by  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Northumber 
land,  was  performed  at  the  has-  with  a  cold  iron. 

Afier  ihi.s.  Allan  resided  in  North  Shields,  for  several  years,  play 
in^  at  asseniblies,  and  at  night  as  a  wait — during  which  time  hi 
extensively  carried  on  the  practice  of  hor.«ie-stealino  :  whenever  h< 
was  in  want,  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  south  of  Scotland,  and  horr(rtvn 
wie.  An  opportunity  offering  of  borrowing  one  nearer  houie,  hi 
could  not  resist  the  temptation.  One  evening,  after  playing  at  thi  , 
sigii  of  the  Dun  Cow,  Quayside,  Newcastle,  he  stole  a  bay  hors^ 
from  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Gateshead.  Two  days  after  he  was  apprf:; 
bended  at  Jedbu»gh,  and  connnitted  to  Durham  gaol  At  the  foli 
lowing  assizes,  held  August,  1S03,  he  was  found  gniity,  and  re 
ceived  sfr^utei.ce  of  ffe«y/i,  but  it  was  commuted  to  transportation! 
for  life,  which  was  mitij>ated  for  perpetual  imprisonment.  He  wall 
confined  about  sevcu  yeais,  and  th«n  removed  to  the  house  of  coiij 
rection,  where  he  ditd  on  the  13th  Nov.  1810,  agei  77.  At  thJ 
influence  of  s(/fjie  gentlemen  a  pardon  was  obtained,  but  it  did  ii<^ 
arrive  till  after  his  death.  This  document,  which  is  curious  ai 
being  one  of  the  first  official  papers  signed  by  Geo.  iV.  is  po»«e$jie^ 
by  Mr.  John  Bell,  Gateshead.  . 


"  All  ye  whoTTi  Music's  «harm8  inspire. 
Who  skilful  Minstrels  do  admire, — 
All  ye  whom  bagpipe  lilts  can  fire, 

'Tween  Wear  and  Tweed, 
X^onie  strike  with  me  the  mournful  lyre. 

For  ALLAN'S  dead ! 

No  more,  where  Coquet's  stream  doth  glide. 
Shall  we  view  JEMMY  in  his  pride. 
With  bagpipe  buckled  to  his  side. 

And  nymphs  and  8 wain* 
In  groups  collect,  at  even-tide, 

To  hear  his  strains. 

When  elbow  mov'd,  and  bellows  blew, 
Oo  green  or  floor  the  dancers  flew, 
in  mazy  turns  ran  through  and  through, 
With  cap'ring  canter, 
And  aye  iivik  nimble  feet  beat  true 

To  hia  tweet  chanter."  FiNTS. 


